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The Banyan Tree Summary and Wordnotes

O you shaggy-headed banyan tree standing on the bank of the pond,
have you forgotten the little child, like the birds
that have nested in your branches and left you?

Do you not remember how he sat at the window
and wondered at the tangle of your roots that plunged underground?

The women would come to fill their jars in the pond,
and your huge black shadow would wriggle on the water
like sleep struggling to wake up.

Sunlight danced on the ripples
like restless tiny shuttles weaving golden tapestry.

Two ducks swam by the weedy margin above their shadows,
and the child would sit still and think.

He longed to be the wind and blow through your rustling branches,
to be your shadow and lengthen with the day on the water,

to be a bird and perch on your topmost twig,

and to float like those ducks among the weeds and shadows.
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Summary:

The poem describes a child's memories associated with a banyan tree near
a pond. The speaker reflects on how the child used to wonder at the tree's
roots, observe the play of light and shadow on the water, and dream of
being part of the natural world around him, like the wind, the tree's shadow,
or a bird perched on its branches.
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. shaggy-headed: unkempt, bushy : SIfeel, STsdealr

nestled: settled, perched: ST=T, I& 8=l
plunged: dived, immersed: 3EI’IT-IT IMATEIRY FIAT
wriggle: squirm, twist: é:l'ﬂ'FIT e
restless: uneasy, agitated: e, arera
tapestry: fabric, weaving: MsfelsT, &Il
rustling: whispering, swishing: $TelT=T, 2T
perch: roost, settle; f&shaT, S8 8=l
float: drift, glide: ciRaTT, Rl &laT
longed: yearned, desired strongly: dTS=T, aifesd
pond: lake, pool: dTelTd, Eh_s'
tangle: knot, twist: 5015401 STfeerd
weedy: overgrown, wild: STaTelT, ?IETWTE»’HT
shadow: silhouette, shade: &1, CRU‘F%’
child: kid, youngster: d<dT, sTelsh
wind: breeze, gust: gdTl, 9del
branches: limbs, boughs: 2@, fHAR
water: liquid, aqua: 9r=iT, STel
black: dark, ebony: e, #Tell
topmost: highest, uppermost: TEH Fux, MY
sunlight: sunshine, daylight: FISI{ehI0T, Fehrer
ripples: waves, undulations: ¥g¥{, SUGUIgC
window: aperture, opening: T&g&T, SRI@r
dance: sway, jig: sJcg, =T
tiny: small, minute: BYeT, &H
struggling: striving, battling: ¥&¥, T3S
wake up: awaken, rouse: ST, 3SAT
margin: edge, border: fhaTRT, HHAT
women: ladies, females: AR, TIAT
shadows: silhouettes, darkness: CRU‘I? ST




Answer these questions.

1. Who do you think is the speaker of the poem? Who is the poem
addressed to?

Ans: The speaker is likely an adult reminiscing about their childhood. The
poem is addressed to the banyan tree, as if the speaker is directly
communicating with it.

2. In what way does the speaker compare himself with the birds that used
to live in the banyan tree?

Ans: The speaker compares himself to the birds by suggesting that, like
them, he too spent time with the tree during his childhood and has since
moved on. The birds nested and left, much like the child who grew up and
left the memories behind.

3. Do you not remember... plunged underground? Underline three things
that the speaker describes in these lines.

a. where the boy sat

b. what the boy thought

c. what the tree saw

d. how the tree's roots appeared
e. what the tree remembers

Ans:

c. what the tree saw

d. how the tree's roots appeared
e. what the tree remembers




4 “....your huge black shadow would wriggle on the water...”

a. When and why would the tree's shadow move in this manner?

Ans: he tree's shadow would move in this manner when the women came
to fill their jars at the pond, causing ripples in the water. The movement of
the water made the shadow appear to wriggle.

b. What has the shadow been compared to? Why?

Ans: The shadow has been compared to "sleep struggling to wake up"
because the rippling water causes the shadow to move in a slow, languid
manner, much like the gentle, unsteady movements of someone waking
from sleep.

5. What are the different ways in which the child wished to be near the tree?
Did he want to simply sit near it?

Ans: The child wished to be near the tree in various imaginative ways. He
longed to be the wind blowing through its branches, its shadow lengthening
on the water, a bird perched on its topmost twig, and to float like ducks
among the weeds and shadows. He didn't just want to sit near it; he wanted
to be integrally part of the tree and its surroundings.

6. This poem is called 'The Banyan Tree', but it also describes another thing
in nature. What is that? What does the poem say about it?

Ans: The poem also describes the pond. It talks about the sunlight dancing
on the ripples, the weedy margins where ducks swim, and the shadow of
the banyan tree moving on the water. The pond is depicted as a dynamic,
reflective surface that interacts with the tree and other elements of nature,
creating a vivid, living scene.



Appreciating the Poem

1. This poem includes many comparisons, using the word 'like'. Complete
this table to explain those comparisons.

Ans:

line from the poem

What
compare?

does it

What imagery does it
create?

I. like the birds that
have
nested in your branches

ii. the child to the
birds and the time
spent with the tree to
the birds nesting and
then leaving

iii. Birds building nests
and living in the tree.

The image of birds
flying away after
nesting.

A sense of temporary
presence and departure.
Evokes nostalgia and a
sense of passage of
time

I.like sleep struggling to
wake up

ii. The tree's shadow
moving on the water
to sleep struggling to
wake up

fii. Gentle, slow
movements.

Rippling water with a
wriggling shadow.

A sense of drowsiness
and gradual awakening.
The peaceful and serene

atmosphere

i. Sunlight danced on

the ripples

like restless tiny
shuttles weaving
golden tapestry.

ii. sunlight on the water
to tiny moving shuttles

weaving golden threads

iii. Sparkling sunlight on
water.

Quick, intricate
movements
Golden threads are

woven into the fabric.
A shimmering, lively
surface.




A sense of delicate

branches,

to be your shadow
and lengthen with the
day on the water,

to be a bird and perch
on your topmost twig,

and to float like those
ducks among the
weeds and shadows.

beauty and
craftsmanship
i. He longed to be the |ii. the child's [iii. the ducks floating
wind and blow | imagination of floating | calmly
through your rustling | " the water to on the water among
the ducks weeds

and the shade of the tree

2. Think about the scene the poem creates in the reader's mind, similar to

the one in the illustration.

a. Which sounds do you think would be heard near the banyan tree?

Ans:

Rustling of leaves

Birds chirping
Water rippling
Ducks quacking

Gentle breeze through branches




e Distant murmurs of women filling jars

b. Which of these words would you use to describe the scene? You can add
your own words.

[bright, busy, colorful, green, peaceful, quiet]

Ans:

eaceful
Quiet
Serene
Green
Tranquil
Reflective

3. In the last stanza, the poet uses the phrase longed to be. What does this
phrase tell you about how much the speaker enjoyed spending time in
nature? Would this stanza have had the same effect if the poet had used
the words 'wanted’ or ‘'wished', instead?

Ans:

e The phrase "longed to be" suggests a deep and intense desire on the
part of the speaker to immerse themselves in nature, to become one
with the elements around them. It implies a yearning that goes
beyond mere wishing or wanting; it conveys a strong emotional
connection and a sense of longing.

e If the poet had used the words 'wanted' or 'wished' instead of 'longed
to be', the stanza would have conveyed a different tone. "Wanted' or
'wished' might suggest a more casual desire or a simple longing



without the depth of emotional attachment that 'longed to be'
conveys. Therefore, 'longed to be' enhances the poem's effect by

emphasizing the speaker's profound connection to nature and their
intense yearning to be part of it.



